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This  summary  is  chiefly  a  condensation  of  certain  portions 
of  a  bulletin  issued  recently  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  in  the 
Department  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  supplemented  by 
reference  to  bulletins  of  the  New  York  Tax  Reform  Association 
and  in  some  instances,  by  inspection  of  the  statutes.  Naturally 
it  has  been  possible  in  this  compass  to  give  only  the  barest  out¬ 
line  of  systems,  most  of  which  are  exceedingly  complex. 
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A  SUMMARY  OF  TAX  SYSTEMS,  BOARDS  AND  METHODS 
OF  EQUALIZATION  OF  THE  SEVERAL  STATES. 


Alabama — Has  a  general  property  tax,  poll  tax,  franchise  taxes 
on  corporations,  business  taxes,  licenses  and  fees  but  no  inheri¬ 
tance  or  income  tax.  There  is  no  State  poll  tax  but  a  county  road 
tax  of  ten  days’  labor,  which  may  be  commuted  at  the  rate  of  from 
one  to  three  dollars  per  day,  and  a  municipal  tax  not  exceeding 
two  dollars  for  street  improvements. 

There  is  a  State  tax  commission,  composed  of  three  commis¬ 
sioners  appointed  by  the  governor  for  four  years,  having  general 
supervision  of  the  revenue  system  and  officials  concerned  with 
taxation,  with  power  to  reassess  property  and  to  make  recommen¬ 
dations  as  to  reforms  of  the  tax  system. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  assessors  for  public  service  corpora¬ 
tions,  composed  of  the  governor,  secretary  of  State,  auditor,  treas¬ 
urer  and  attorney-general,  who  acts  as  advisor  and  decides  tie 
votes. 

The  State  tax  commission  appoints  the  tax  commissioner  in 
each  county  for  a  term  of  four  years.  The  county  tax  assessors 
are  elected  by  the  people  for  a  like  term.  The  methods  of  assess¬ 
ment  and  equalization  are  the  same  for  county  and  State  purposes. 
The  State  tax  commission  has  supervisory  powers  and  can  reassess 
all  property,  subject  to  appeal  to  the 'Supreme  Court. 

The  courts  of  county  commissioners  consist  of  four  members, 
elected  for  a  term  of  four  years,  and  together  with  the  probate 
judges,  compose  local  boards  of  review. 

There  is  no  equalization,  strictly  speaking,  but  the  supervision 
of  assessments  by  the  tax  commission  is  intended  to  produce 
equality. 

Arizona. — Has  a  general  property  tax,  inheritance  tax  and 
licenses,  but  no  income  tax.  It  has  a  State  board  of  equalization 
composed  of  the  chairman  of  the  corporation  commission,  the  auditor 
and  the  State  tax  commission,  which  is  also  a  board  of  assessment 
for  certain  public  service  corporations. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  tax  commissioners  composed  of  three 
persons  appointed  by  the  governor  for  the  first  term  and  afterwards 
elected  by  the  people,  exercising  general  supervision,  superintend¬ 
ing  the  collection  of  inheritance  taxes,  and  assessing  express  com¬ 
panies,  sleeping  car  companies  and  private  car  lines. 

The  counties  have  boards  of  equalization  consisting  of  the 
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boards  of  supervisors.  The  mayors  and  councils  of  the  cities  act  as 
equalization  boards. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  convenes  on  the  second  Mon¬ 
day  in  August  each  year  to  examine  assessments  as  regards  State 
taxes,  and  to  equalize  the  assessments  in  various  counties.  It  may 
increase  or  diminish  the  valuation  of  property  in  any  county  as 
much  as  in  its  judgment  may  be  necessary  to  produce  a  just  re¬ 
lation  between  valuations  of  property  in  the  State ;  but  in  no 
instance  shall  it  reduce  the  aggregate  valuation  of  any  of  the 
counties  below  the  valuation  as  returned  by  the  board  of  super¬ 
visors  of  that  county.  It  determines  the  State  tax  rate  and  fixes 
such  rates  for  the  several  funds  as  will  raise  the  amounts  neces¬ 
sary  to  supply  them. 

Arkansas. — Depends  upon  the  general  property  tax,  licenses 
or  privilege  taxes,  a  poll  tax  for  educational  purposes,  an  inheri¬ 
tance  tax  and  a  corporation  tax  based  on  capital  stock,  but  has 
no  income  tax. 

There  is  a  State  tax  commission,  composed  of  three  members 
appointed  by  the  governor,  exercising  complete  supervision  of  the 
system,  including  that  applicable  to  corporations. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  are  composed  of  three  real 
estate  owners  and  qualified  electors  selected  from  different  parts  of 
the  county  and  appointed  by  the  governor  for  two  years.  If  the 
county  has  two  judicial  districts  there  is  a  board  for  each  district 
and  in  counties  having  more  than  25,000  population  the  boards  con¬ 
sist  of  five  members  each. 

The  State  tax  commission  meets  in  September  of  each  year 
for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  assessments  of  the  real  and  personal 
property  of  the  State.  This  commission  hears  appeals  from  the 
action  of  the  different  county  boards  of  supervisors  regarding 
assessments  and  may  change  the  aggregate  valuation  of  all  prop¬ 
erty  either  directly  or  through  the  boards  of  supervisors.  The 
State  rate  is  fixed  by  statute,  but  limited  by  the  constitution  to 
one  per  cent,  of  the  State  valuation. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  have  power  to  raise  or  lower 
individual  assessments,  subject  to  appeals  to  the  county  courts. 

California. — In  1910  there  was  inaugurated  a  segregation  of 
State  from  local  taxation  and  a  provision  for  the  taxation  of  pub¬ 
lic  service  corporations,  banks  and  insurance  companies,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  State,  which  also  has  a  direct  and  collateral  inheri¬ 
tance  tax ;  a  few  license  taxes  and  a  poll  tax  of  $2,  used  for  school 
purposes,  but  no  income  ta^.  A  general  ad  valorem  tax  may,  how- 
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ever,  be  levied  if  the  revenues  derived  from  the  sources  mentioned 
fail  to  meet  the  State  requirements.  The  only  general  property 
tax  now  levied  is  for  the  Panama  Exposition. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization  consisting  of  the  State 
controller  and  four  members  elected  b}r  districts  for  four  years, 
and  county  equalizing  boards  consisting  of  the  boards  of  super¬ 
visors,  which  meet  in  July  of  each  year  to  equalize  assessments 
among  individuals  and  to  secure  a  level  of  assessments. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  prescribes  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  governing  the  county  boards;  equalizes  valuations  in  the  sev¬ 
eral  counties,  increases  or  lowers  the  entire  assessment  rolls  and 
fixes  the  rate  of  State  taxation  whenever  it  becomes  necessary  to 
use  a  general  property  tax  for  State  revenue. 

The  county  boards  of  supervisors  act  as.  boards  of  equali¬ 
zation.  They  meet  in  July  of  each  year  to  equalize  among  indivi¬ 
duals  and  to  increase  or  lower  any  valuation  contained  in  the  roll 
to  make  the  assessment  conform  to  the  true  value  of  the  property; 
but  it  can  make  no  reduction  in  valuation  unless  the  party  af¬ 
fected  files  under  oath  an  application  therefor. 

Colorado.-— Has  a  general  property  tax,  inheritance  tax  and 
fees,  poll  tax  but  no  income  tax. 

The  Colorado  Tax  Commission  is  composed  of  three  members 
appointed  by  the  governor  and  the  treasurer  for  a  term  of  six 
years,  and  a  State  tax  commission  consisting  of  three  members, 
appointed  by  the  governor  with  the  consent  of  the  senate.  The 
Colorado  Tax  Commission  has  general  supervision  of  local  assess¬ 
ments. 

The  county  commissioners,  three  in  each  county  containing 
less  than  70,000  population,  and  five  in  counties  containing  a  greater 
population,  elected  for  four  years,  act.  as  county  boards  of  equali¬ 
zation. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  receive  the  rolls  from  the 
assessors  and  settle  complaints  as  to  individual  assessments. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  adjusts  inequalities  among  the 
counties,  but  may  not  increase  the  aggregate  valuation  of  property 
in  the  State  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  amount  returned  by  the 
local  assessors.  There  is  an  annual  meeting  of  the  assessors  at  the 
State  capitol  to  compare  aggregate  assessments. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  may  fix  the  State  rate,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  a  limit  of  4  mills  on  the  dollar. 

Connecticut. — Makes  practically  an  entire  separation  of  State 
from  local  taxes,  the  State  revenue  being  principally  derived  from 
insurance  companies,  saving  banks,  railroads,  express  companies, 
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and  non-resident  stocks,  notes,  bonds  and  inheritances,  but  there 
is  no  income  tax  or  poll  tax. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization,  composed  of  the  treas¬ 
urer,  comptroller  and  the  tax  commissioner,  who  is  appointed  by 
the  governor  for  a  term  of  four  years. 

There  are  town  boards  of  relief,  consisting  of  not  less  than  two 
nor  more  than  five  members,  elected  at  the  annual  town  meetings, 
which  hear  appeals  and  adjust  valuations,  subject  to  appeal  to 
the  superior  courts  of  the  counties. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  equalizes  among  towns  to  make 
up  the  general  list  of  the  State. 

The  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  of  individuals  and  gen¬ 
eral  property  are  confined  primarily  to  town  governments;  the  ap¬ 
portionment  of  public  moneys  and  the  fixing  of  tax  rates  are  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  school  districts  and  especially  of  city  governments. 

Delaware. — The  State  derives  its  revenue  from  corporation  and 
inheritance  taxes  and  fees,  licenses  on  various  occupations  and  has 
no  State  levy  on  general  property.  There  is  no  income  or  poll 
tax.  There  is  practically  complete  separation  of  State  and  local 
taxation. 

There  is  a  collector  of  State  revenue  appointed  by  the  governor 
for  a  term  of  four  years  and  a  board  of  revision  of  assessments  for 
each  district,  composed  of  the  assessor  and  two  citizens  of  the  dis¬ 
trict,  appointed  annually  by  the  county  levy  court,  which  in  turn 
is  composed  of  commissioners  of  a  varying  number  in  each  county, 
elected  for  four  years,  which  supervises  the  work  of  assessment 
and  endeavors  to  equalize  all  assessments. 

Florida — Has  a  general  property  tax,  general  and  special  taxes, 
no  corporation  taxes  of  importance  and  no  inheritance  or  income 
tax. 

The  State  comptroller,  attorney-general  and  treasurer  consti¬ 
tute  the  board  of  assessment  of  certain  public  service  corporations. 

Boards  of  county  commissioners,  of  five  members,  elected  for 
terms  of  two  years  each,  revise  and  equalize  the  assessments. 

There  is  no  equalization  among  counties. 

Georgia. — Has  a  general  property  tax  and  a  series  of  license 
taxes,  but  has  no  inheritance  or  income  tax,  and  no  State  board 
for  the  administration  of  the  tax  system. 

The  comptroller  general,  elected  for  two  years,  has  general 
supervision  of  the  tax  system  of  the  State.  The  ordinary  of  each 
county  acts  as  auditor  and  three  tax  assessors  are  elected  in  each 
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city.  Properly  speaking,  there  is  no  equalization  by  State  or  local 
authority. 

Idaho. — Has  a  general  property  tax,  an  inheritance  tax,  direct 
and  collateral,  and  a  general  corporation  tax  and  shares  the  license 
taxes,  but  has  no  income  tax,  or  State  poll  tax. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization  composed  of  the  gover¬ 
nor,  secretary  of  state,  attorney-general,  auditor  and  treasurer. 
The  county  commissioners  act  as  county  boards  of  equalization. 

The  State  board  equalizes  the  value  of  property  among  coun¬ 
ties  and  may  increase  or  decrease  the  valuation  of  classes  of 
property  in  any  county,  not  more  than  15  per  cent,  of  the  total 
valuation  as  returned  by  the  assessor. 

Illinois.— Has  a  general  property  tax,  certain  privilege  taxes 
and  franchises,  and  an  inheritance  tax,  but  no  income  tax. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization,  consisting  of  one  mem¬ 
ber  from  each  congressional  district,  elected  for  four  years,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  auditor.  The  counties  have  local  boards  of  re¬ 
view,  composed  of  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  supervisors  and 
two  citizens  in  each  county,  appointed  by  the  county  judges,  which 
review  the  assessments,  hear  complaints  and  equalize.  (  ounties  of 
more  than  125,000  population  have  boards  of  assessors  of  five  mem¬ 
bers,  elected  for  six  years,  and  boards  of  review  of  three  mem- 
hers,  which  revise  assessments  and  equalize. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  equalizes  among  the  several 
counties,  assessing  various  classes  of  property  separately.  It  may 
raise  or  lower  the  total  assessed  value  of  property  in  any  county, 
but  the  total  of  such  decrease  or  increase  may  not  exceed  10  per 
cent,  of  the  total  State  valuation  of  all  the  property  in  the  State. 
In  counties  not  under  township  organization  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  may  raise  or  lower  the  total  assessment  and  equalize 
the  several  classes  of  property.  In  counties  under  township  or¬ 
ganization,  except  Cook  county,  the  same  powers  rest  in  the  board 
of  review.  In  Cook  county  there  is  a  specially  constituted  board 
for  this  work. 

Indiana. — Has  a  general  property  tax,  a  State  poll  tax,  licenses 
and  fees,  but  no  inheritance  or  income  tax. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  tax  commissioners,  consisting  of  three 
persons  appointed  annually  by  the  governor,  for  a  term  of  four 
years,  together  with  the  secretary  of  state  and  the  auditor,  who 
are  ex-officio  members,  and  county  boards  of  review,  composed  in 
each  county  of  the  county  assessor,  county  auditor  and  county 
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treasurer  and  two  other  freeholders,  appointed  by  the  judge  of  the 
circuit  court. 

The  county  boards  of  review  annually  equalize  the  valuation 
of  real  and  personal  property  situated  in  each  county,  hear  com¬ 
plaints  and  revise  the  assessment  lists. 

The  State  board  of  tax  commissioners  hears  complaints  from 
the  county  boards  of  review  and  equalizes  its  own  assessments  of 
railroad  property.  In  the  years  that  real  estate  is  assessed  it 
equalizes  real  property  assessments  and  also  equalizes  the  assess¬ 
ment  lists  among  the  several  counties.  It  has  powers  of  super¬ 
vision  over  the  county  township  assessors  and  visits  each  county 
every  year.  It  calls  an  annual  meeting  of  the  county  assessors  of 
the  State  and  directs  and  supervises  their  work. 

Iowa. — Has  a  general  property  tax,  a  collateral  inheritance 
tax,  fees  and  licenses,  but  no  special  corporation  tax,  income  or 
poll  tax. 

There  is  a  State  executive  council,  composed  of  the  governor, 
secretary  of  state,  auditor  and  treasurer,  which  constitutes  the 
State  board  of  review  and  acts  as  a  board  of  equalization  and  as 
a  board  of  assessment  of  certain  classes  of  property. 

Township  trustees,  city  councils  and  county  boards  of  super¬ 
visors  act  as  boards  of  review  and  equalization,  with  appeals  to 
the  district  courts. 

The  executive  council  acts  as  a  board  of  review  and  equali¬ 
zation  of  assessments  among  the  several  counties,  adding  to  or 
deducting  from  the  valuation  of  property  so  as  to  make  the  as¬ 
sessment  equal. 

Kansas. — Has  a  general  property  tax,  a  poll  tax,  an  inheri¬ 
tance  tax  and  special  corporation  taxes;  but  no  income  tax. 

There  is  a  State  tax  commission  composed  of  three  commis¬ 
sioners  appointed  by  the  governor  for  terms  of  four  years,  having 
general  supervision  over  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes 
and  acting  as  a  board  of  assessment  of  railroad  property.  There 
are  also  county  boards  of  equalization,  consisting  of  the  boards 
of  county  commissioners,  and  boards  of  review  in  each  district 
composed  of  the  deputy  assessor  and  two  taxpayers,  which  meet 
every  other  year  for  the  equalization  of  property  in  the  districts. 

The  State  tax  commission  equalizes  assessments  among  persons, 
firms  and  corporations  of  the  same  assessment  district,  between 
cities  and  townships  of  the  same  county,  and  different  counties  of 
the  State  and  the  property  assessed  by  the  commission.  The 
valuation  fixed  by  the  State  tax  commission  must  be  used  as  the 
basis  for  local  taxes. 
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The  county  boards  of  equalization  equalize  assessments  of  real 
property,  with  appeal  to  the  State  board  of  equalization.  At  least 
once  in  two  years  the  State  tax  commission  calls  the  county  as¬ 
sessors  together  for  conference  and  to  give  instructions  with  a 
view  to  securing  greater  equality. 

Kentucky. — Has  a  general  property  tax,  supplemented  by 
licenses,  franchise  taxes  on  corporations,  and  a  collateral  inheri¬ 
tance  tax,  but  no  State  poll  tax  or  income  tax. 

It  has  a  State  board  of  equalization  of  assessments,  composed 
of  one  person  from  each  appellate  district  in  the  State,  appointed 
by  the  governor  for  a  term  of  four  years,  together  with  the  auditor; 
a  State  board  of  valuation  and  assessment,  composed  of  the  auditor, 
treasurer  and  secretary  of  state;  and  a  State  railroad  commission 
composed  of  three  members,  elected  every  four  years. 

The  auditor  appoints  a  revenue  agent  in  each  county  and  four 
for  the  State  at  large  to  search  for  and  assess  omitted  property. 
There  are  city  boards  of  equalization,  elected  by  the  boards  of 
aldermen  in  cities  of  the  first  class,  appointed  by  the  mayor  in 
cities  of  the  second  and  third  classes  and  in  cities  of  the  fourth 
and  fifth  classes  appointed  by  the  council  and  in  cities  of  the  sixth 
class  appointed  by  the  boards  of  trustees. 

Louisiana. — Has  a  general  property  tax  and  an  extensive  list  of 
license  taxes  and  an  inheritance  tax,  a  poll  tax  for  the  maintenance 
of  schools  in  the  localities  in  which  it  is  collected,  but  no  income 
tax. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization  or  board  of  commis¬ 
sioners,  composed  of  one  member  from  each  congressional  district, 
elected  for  a  term  of  four  years,  to  equalize  assessments  on  all 
classes  of  property  among  the  various  parishes  of  the  State,  except 
property  assessed  by  the  State  board  of  appraisers,  which  board 
is  composed  of  the  auditor  and  one  member  from  each  congres¬ 
sional  district  elected  by  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  treas¬ 
urer,  attorney-general  and  secretary  of  state,  which  assesses  most 
of  the  corporate  property. 

In  New  Orleans  a  committee  of  the  city  council,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  State  the  police  juries,  review  and  revise  the  assess¬ 
ment  rolls  and  pass  upon  complaints,  but  they  cannot  change  any 
valuations  without  the  concurrence  of  the  assessors. 

Maine. — Has  a  general  property  tax  supplemented  by  poll  taxes, 
franchise  and  excise  taxes  on  corporations,  a  direct  collateral  in¬ 
heritance  tax  but  no  income  tax. 
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A  board  of  State  assessors,  composed  of  three  members  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  governor  for  a  term  of  six  years,  one  being  selected 
every  two  years,  has  supervision  over  local  assessors,  acts  as  a 
board  of  equalization  and  administers  the  laws  as  to  the  taxation 
of  corporations. 

There  are  also  town  assessors  elected  annually,  as  many  as  the 
town  shall  determine  are  necessary,  who  are  required  to  report 
annually  to  the  State  board  the  total  value  with  their  percen¬ 
tage  for  taxation  and  an  itemized  list  of  property  upon  which  the 
town  has  voted  to  fix  a  value  for  State  purposes,  and  in  default 
thereof  the  board  of  assessors  may  report  the  valuation  of  the 
estates  and  proceed  as  it  may  deem  just. 

The  valuation  of  property  on  which  the  State  and  county  taxes 
are  apportioned  is  fixed  by  the  board  of  State  assessors.  This 
equalization  does  not  affect  the  rules  as  used  for  local  taxation  but 
relates  solely  to  the  apportionment  of  State  taxes. 

The  State  board  makes  an  official  visit  to  each  county  at  least 
once  in  two  years  and  examines  the  town  assessors.  It  equalizes  the 
assessment  lists  of  each  town  in  accordance  with  the  full  market 
value  of  the  property.  The  rate  for  State  purposes  is  determined 
each  year  by  the  board  of  State  assessors  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  legislature  and  such  apportionment  is  ratified  by  the  legis¬ 
lature.  The  treasurer  of  the  State  sends  warrants  to  the  mayor, 
aldermen  and  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  city,  town  or  planta¬ 
tion  so  taxed,  requiring  them  to  levy  and  collect  the  amounts  so 
determined. 

Maryland. — Has  a  general  property  tax,  license  taxes,  cor¬ 
poration  taxes,  based  on  gross  receipts,  an  inheritance  tax,  but 
no  poll  tax  or  income  tax. 

It  has  a  State  tax  commission  of  three  members  named  in 
the  act  of  1914.  It  has  supervision  over  and  administers  the  tax 
laws  and  the  final  determination  of  assessments  on  all  property. 

A  supervisor  of  assessments  is  appointed  by  the  State  com¬ 
mission  for  each  county  or  city  from  a  list  of  five  residents  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  county  commissioners  of  each  county  and  the  mayor 
of  Baltimore.  These  supervisors  are  not  allowed  to  hold  other  pub¬ 
lic  office  for  profit. 

In  Baltimore  there  are  boards  of  control  and  review,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  governor  for  groups  of  wards,  and  an  appeal  tax 
court  of  three  persons,  appointed  annually  by  the  mayor  and  city 
council. 

There  are  two  assessors  at  large  appointed  by  the  governor  for 
each  assessment  district  of  every  county. 
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The  several  boards  of  county  commissioners  acting  as  boards 
of  control  and  review,  and  similar  boards  in  Baltimore  city,  hear 
appeals  from  the  assessments  and  may  lessen  or  increase  the 
valuations  returned  and  assess  omitted  property.  Their  proceed¬ 
ings  are  supervised  by  the  State  tax  commission. 

Massachusetts. — Has  a  general  property  tax,  for  State  and 
local  purposes,  but  the  State  draws  heavily  on  other  sources  as 
well.  The  State  also  levies,  through  the  agencies  of  the  towns 
and  cities,  a  so-called  direct  tax  apportioned  among  tnem  on  a 
basis  of  local  valuations  and  enumerations  of  polls  roughly  equalized. 
Corporation  franchise  taxes,  administered  chiefly  by  State  officials, 
yield  a  large  proportion  of  the  State  revenue.  There  is  a  State 
inheritance  tax  and  a  poll  tax.  The  income  tax  is  locally  as¬ 
sessed,  but  constitutes  a  fund  upon  which  the  State  draws. 

There  is  a  State  tax  commissioner,  who  is  also  the  commis¬ 
sioner  of  corporations,  appointed  by  the  governor,  with  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  council.  There  are  also  three  supervisors  of  assessors 
appointed  by  the  tax  commissioner  with  the  consent  of  the  governor 
and  council. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  State  and  county  taxes  to  be  raised 
is  fixed  by  the  legislature  at  each  session.  Each  county  is  required 
to  raise  .its  quota  for  State  and  county  purposes  by  a  levy  on  polls 
and  estates.  Once  in  three  years  the  tax  commissioner  determines 
what  proportion  of  the  whole  each  town  or  city  is  to  pay.  The  as¬ 
sessors  in  the  towns  then  determine  the  rates  by  apportionment 
upon  the  property  subject  to  taxation.  There  is  no  State  rate  as 
such. 

Strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  provision  for  equalization,  and 
there  is  no  machinerv  designed  to  raise  the  assessments  which  may 
be  below  the  fair  cash  value,  except  to  call  the  assessors  to  account 
for  non-performance  of  duty. 

Michigan. — Has  a  general  property  tax  but  the  legislature  may 
levy  additional  taxes  upon  some  classes  of  corporations  for  certain 
State  purposes,  mainly  educational,  such  specific  taxes  being  in 
lieu  of  all  other  taxes.  There  is  no  State  poll  tax  or  income  tax, 
but  there  is  a  direct  and  collateral  graded  inheritance  tax. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization,  consisting  of  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  state,  auditor,  commissioner  of  the  land  office,  state  treasurer 
and  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  State  tax  commissioners,  which 
in  turn  consists  of  three  members  appointed  by  the  governor  for 
a  term  of  six  years  and  which,  with  the  governor  as  a  member 
ex-officio,  forms  the  State  board  of  assessors. 
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There  is  a  board  of  review  for  each  town  composed  of  the 
supervisors  and  two  tax-paying  land  owners  elected  for  two  years, 
one  for  each  alternate  year.  In  cities  of  the  fourth  class  the  boards 
of  review  consist  of  the  supervisors  of  the  several  wards,  the  city 
assessor,  the  mayor  and  the  city  attorney,  who  agree  on  assess¬ 
ments,  as  do  the  county  boards  of  supervisors,  and  endeavor  to 
obtain  a  uniform  valuation. 

Every  third  year  the  State  board  of  equalization  equalizes  the 
value  of  all  property  in  the  State  except  that  for  specific  taxes, 
which  is  added  to  or  taken  away  from  the  aggregate  valuation  of 
real  and  personal  property. 

The  State  board  of  tax  commissioners  has  powers  analagous 
to  those  of  the  boards  of  equalization,  and  has  power  upon  receipt 
of  a  written  complaint  to  order  hearings  and  change  individual  as¬ 
sessments,  add  omitted  property  and,  when  the  assessment  of  all 
property  in  a  given  district  is  complained  of,  to  make  a  general 
review  of  the  roll. 

Minnesota. — Has  a  general  property  tax,  although  the  State 
provides  for  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  revenue  from  special  taxes 
in  the  direction  of  a  separation  of  State  and  local  revenues. 

In  a  general  way,  revenues  may  be  divided  as  follows :  Those 
derived  from  the  ad  valorem  tax  on  telegraph  and  sleeping  car 
companies,  and  the  gross  earnings  tax  on  railroad,  telephone,  freight 
line  and  express  companies  are  devoted  to  State  purposes  only ; 
those  from  general  property,  tonnage,  inheritance,  money  and 
credits,  the  bushel  tax  on  grain,  registry  tax  and  license  tax  and 
those  from  the  gross  premium  tax  on  insurance  companies,  to  local 
purposes  only.  There  is  no  State  poll  tax,  or  income  tax,  but  there 
is  a  direct  and  collateral  inheritance  tax,  of  which  10  per  cent, 
goes  to  the  localities  in  which  it  is  collected. 

There  is  a  State  tax  commission  composed  of  three  members, 
appointed  by  the  governor  for  a  term  of  six  years,  one  member  re¬ 
tiring  at  a  time.  This  commission  exercises  general  supervision  of 
the  administration  of  the  assessment  and  tax  laws  of  the  State,  acts 
as  a  board  of  equalization  and  has  the  power  of  equalizing  individual 
towns  and  county  assessments. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization,  composed  of  the  county  com¬ 
missioners  and  the  county  auditors;  also  town  boards  of  review, 
composed  of  the  supervisors  of  each  town,  the  assessor,  the  clerk 
and  president  of  each  incorporated  village,  and  the  assessor,  clerk 
and  mayor  of  each  city  whose  charter  does  not  provide  for  a  board 
of  equalization.  The  borough  council  of  every  borough  constitutes 
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a  borough,  board  of  equalization.  In  cities  of  the  fourth  class  whose 
charters  do  not  provide  for  boards  of  equalization,  the  boards  of 
review  consist  of  the  mayors,  clerks  and  boards  of  aldermen. 

The  town  boards  of  review  examine  the  assessments  of  each 
town  or  district,  supply  ommissions  and  hear  complaints. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  equalize  assessments  and 
compare  the  assessments  of  the  several  towns  or  districts  of  each 
county.  They  may  raise  or  lower  the  valuation  of  real  and  personal 
property  but  may  not  reduce  the  aggregate  valuation.  The  Minne¬ 
sota  Tax  Commission  equalizes  the  State  valuation  of  all  property 
and  has  power  to  raise  or  lower  the  valuation  of  classes  of  property 
or  that  of  individuals  in  any  town,  village  or  city. 

Mississippi.— Has  a  general  property  tax,  a  poll  tax  and  an 
income  tax,  but  no  inheritance  tax.  Telegraph,  insurance,  express, 
sleeping  car  privileges,  etc.,  are  taxable  only  by  the  State,  but  coun¬ 
ties  and  municipalities  may  also  lay  a  tax  on  their  privileges  up 
to  5  per  cent,  of  the  State  tax. 

Most  corporations  are  taxed  on  their  property  by  the  ad  valorem 
tax,  together  with  a  privilege  tax,  but  freight  line  and  car  equip¬ 
ment  companies  pay  a  “gross  earnings”  tax. 

There  is  no  State  board  of  equalization,  but  the  boards  of 
supervisors  of  each  county  examine  ilie  rods  and  equalize  among 
individuals.  There  are  three  railroad  commissioners,  elected  for 
four  years,  who  act  as  State  railroad  assessors,  and  one  State  re~v  enue 
agent  elected  for  four  years. 

Missouri.— Has  a  general  property  tax  supplemented  by  an  ex¬ 
tensive  system  of  business  taxes,  licenses  and  a  collateral  inheri¬ 
tance  tax.  There  is  no  State  poll  tax  nor  income  tax. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization  consisting  of  the  gover¬ 
nor.  auditor,  treasurer,  secretary  of  state  and  attorney-general. 

County  boards  of  equalization  are  composed  of  the  county 
clerks  and  the  county  assessors.  In  counties  having  township  or¬ 
ganization  the  sheriff  attends  to  the  matter. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  adjusts  and  equalizes  the  valu¬ 
ation  of  real  and  personal  property  among  the  several  counties  in 
the  State.  It  has  power  to  equalize  the  assessment  of  each  class  of 
property,  real  and  personal,  separately.  County  boaids  of  equali¬ 
zation  equalize  the  valuation  of  all  real  and  personal  property  in 
the  counties  and  make  it  conxorm  to  its  tiue  "v  aluation.  C  lties  ol 
the  first  class  have  their  own  boards  of  appeal  which  equalizes 

city  assessments. 
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Montana.  Has  a  general  property  tax  and  a  State  inheritance 
tax,  of  which  four  per  cent,  goes  to  the  county  school  fund;  but  no 
poll  tax  or  income  tax.  There  are  no  special  corporation  taxes  ex¬ 
cept  certain  licenses  on  insurance  companies.  Poll  taxes  are  for 
county  and  municipal  purposes  only.  Business  taxes  and  licenses 
are  assessed  by  the  counties,  but  45  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  go  to 
the  State.  Municipalities  also  impose  business  taxes  and  licenses. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization  composed  of  the  gover¬ 
nor,  secretary  of  state,  treasurer,  auditor  and  attorney-general. 
County  boards  of  equalization  are  composed  of  the  boards  of  county 
commissioners,  which  adjust  and  equalize  the  valuation  of  tax¬ 
able  property  within  the  counties,  and  may  increase  or  lower  anv 
assessment.  The  State  board  of  equalization  adjusts  and  equalizes 
the  valuation  of  taxable  property  among  the  several  counties. 

Nebraska.— Has  a  general  property  tax  and,  in  addition,  cor¬ 
porations  pay  an  occupation  tax  based  on  their  capital  stock.  Foreign 
insurance  companies  pay  a  special  State  tax.  Considerable  revenue 
is  derived  from  fees,  inheritance  taxes  and  poll  taxes,  but  there  is 
no  income  tax.  All  license  taxes  and  practically  all  business  taxes 
are  left  to  the  counties  and  municipalities.  Licenses,  money  fines, 
franchises,  escheats  and  witness  fees  go  to  schools. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization  and  assessment,  com¬ 
posed  of  the  governor,  auditor,  treasurer,  secretary  of  state  and 
the  commissioner  of  public  lands  and  buildings. 

County  boards  of  equalization  are  composed  of  the  boards  of 
county  commissioners,  the  county  assessors  and  the  county  clerks. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  equalizes  among  the  counties 
and  increases  or  decreases  the  assessment  roll,  or  the  assessment 
of  any  class  of  property.  It  also  fixes  the  State  rate  on  various 
properties.  The  assessment,  as  equalized  by  the  State  board,  is  the 
final  basis  upon  which  the  taxes  for  all  purposes  are  levied. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  act  as  boards  of  review, 
equalize  among  individuals  and  hear  appeals.  The  assessment 
of  personal  property  is  equalized  annually  and  that  of  real  estate 
every  two  years.  They  also  equalize  among  townships  and  other 
local  assessment  districts,  with  appeals  to  the  district  courts. 

Nevada — Has  a  general  property  tax,  a  poll  tax  for  roads,  but 
no  inheritance  tax  or  income  tax.  Counties  have  an  extensive  sys¬ 
tem  of  license  taxes,  and  municipalities  are  empowered  to  impose 
licenses  on  all  kinds  of  businesses,  professions  and  trades. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  revenue,  consisting  of  the  governor, 
comptroller  and  attorney-general;  and  a  State  board  of  assessors’ 
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composed  of  tlie  county  assessors,  who  meet  annually  with  the  State 
revenue  board  at  the  State  capitol. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  are  composed  of  the  county 
commissioners  of  each  county  and  the  county  clerk. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  equalize  among  individuals 
and  may  correct  any  valuation,  but  may  not  reduce  where  the  com¬ 
plainant  refuses  to  make  his  list  on  oath.  There  is  no  State  board 
of  equalization,  but  the  State  board  of  assessors  endeavors  to  esti¬ 
mate  throughout  the  State  the  uniform  valuation  of  all  classes  of 
property. 

New  Hampshire. — Has  a  general  property  tax  and  poll  taxes 
for  State  and  municipal  purposes.  There  are  some  special  taxes  on 
corporations  and  an  inheritance  tax  but  no  income  tax.  There  is 
a  State  tax  commission,  consisting  of  three  members,  appointed  by 
the  Supreme  Court  and  commissioned  by  the  governor,  and  a  State 
board  of  license  commissioners,  consisting  of  three  members  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  governor.  There  are  county  conventions,  consist¬ 
ing  of  the  representatives  for  the  towns  of  the  county,  which  super¬ 
vise  local  taxes. 

The  State  tax  commission  every  other  year  equalizes  the  valu¬ 
ation  of  property  in  the  towns  and  cities  of  the  State  by  deducting 
from  and  adding  to  the  aggregate  valuation  of  the  property  in 
towns  and  cities  such  sums  as  will  bring  the  valuation  to  a  true 
market  value  so  that  any  public  tax  that  may  be  apportioned  among 
them  may  be  just  to  them. 

State  taxes  levied  in  a  lump  sum  are  apportioned  by  the  legis¬ 
lature  to  the  several  towns  on  the  basis  of  their  valuation  every 
four  years  as  equalized  by  the  State  tax  commission,  but  the  taxes 
are  levied  on  the  local  assessment,  the  legislature  specifying  the 
amount  and  time  of  payment  of  the  taxes  for  the  two  fiscal  years. 

The  rate  on  railroad,  telegraph,  telephone,  car  and  express  com¬ 
panies  is  fixed  by  the  State  tax  commission.  It  is  to  be  the  average 
rate  levied  upon  property  throughout  the  State,  ascertained  by 
dividing  the  total  amount  of  taxes  levied  b}T  the  local  appraised 
value  of  property  and  polls  entered  in  the  invoice.  There  is  prac¬ 
tically  ho  local  equalization. 

New  Jersey. — Has  practically  achieved  a  separation  of  State 
from  local  taxation  as  a  source  of  revenue.  The  one  exception  is 
the  school  tax.  The  State  derives  its  revenue  mainly  from  taxes 
on  railroad  and  canal  properties ;  the  capital  stock  of  corporations ; 
a  collateral  inheritance  tax ;  taxes  on  banking  and  insurance  com¬ 
panies;  miscellaneous  fees  and  income  from  State  propeity,  but 
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there  is  no  income  tax  and  no  State  poll  tax.  There  is  levied  by 
general  law  on  ratable  property,  as  assessed  in  the  local  taxing- 
districts,  the  so-called  State  school  tax.  Ninety  per  cent,  of  the 
proceeds  of  this  tax  is  returned  to  the  school  districts  as  soon  as 
levied.  The  remainder,  constituting  a  reserve  fund,  is  apportioned 
among  the  counties. 

ihere  is  a  State  board  of  equalization  of  taxes,  composed  of  five 
members,  appointed  by  the  governor  for  a  term  of  five  years.  The 
State  board  of  assessors,  composed  of  four  members  appointed  by 
the  governor  for  a  term  of  four  years,  constitutes  the  board  of  as¬ 
sessment  for  certain  classes  of  railroad  and  canal  property  and  for 
certain  class  of  corporations  taxed  on  gross  earnings  for  local  pur¬ 
poses. 

There  are  also  county  boards  of  taxation,  consisting  of  three 
members,  appointed  by  the  governor  for  a  term  of  three  years. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  supervises  the  work  of  the 
county  boards  of  taxation,  which  act  as  boards  of  review  and  equali¬ 
zation  for  the  counties  and  have  control  over  the  assessors. 

New  Mexico.— Has  a  general  property  tax  and  certain  corporate 
taxes.  There  are  special  corporation  taxes  on  car  and  express 
companies  and  on  foreign  corporations  engaged  in  producing,  re¬ 
fining  and  selling  petroleum  and  coal  oil.  There  is  a  poll  tax’  but 
no  inheritance  or  income  tax. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization,  created  by  the  consti¬ 
tution,  consisting  of  the  governor,  traveling  auditor,  state  auditor, 
secretary  of  state  and  attorney-general.  The  county  boards  of 
equalization  are  composed  of  the  county  commissioners. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  hears  complaints  from  county 
boards  of  equalization  or  from  any  State  assessor  or  city  council 
and  also  equalizes  among  counties. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  equalizes  among  individuals 
and  hear  complaints  regarding  assessments. 

New  York. — Has  developed  a  system  of  State  taxation  by  which 
the  State  government  depends  less  on  the  general  property  tax  for 
State  revenues  than  on  taxes  derived  from  inheritances,  corpora¬ 
tions  and  miscellaneous  franchises.  There  is  no  State  poll  tax 
or  income  tax,  but  there  is  a  direct  and  collateral  graded  inheri¬ 
tance  tax.  The  general  property  tax  is  used  primarily  for  local 
purposes. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  tax  commissioners  composed  of  three 
members,  appointed  by  the  governor  for  terms  of  three  years,  one 
member  retiring  each  year,  and  a  State  board  of  equalization,  com- 
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posed  of  the  commissioner  of  the  land  office  and  the  commissioner 
of  taxes. 

There  are  county  boards  of  supervisors,  which  act  as  county 
boards  of  equalization,  and  equalize  the  assessment  oi'  real  estate 
among  the  several  tax  districts  within  the  county  but  may  not 
change  the  aggregate  valuation  of  any  county.  In  regard  to  per¬ 
sonal  property  they  have  power  only  to  correct  inequalities  and 
erroneous  assessments. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  equalizes  the  assessments  of 
real  estate  among  counties,  but  may  not  reduce  the  aggregate 
valuation  of  all  counties.  This  equalization  by  the  State  boaid 
fixes  the  apportionment  of  State  taxes  only.  There  is  no  provision 
for  the  equalization  of  the  assessments  of  personal  property. 

North  Carolina. — Has  a  general  property  tax  as  well  as  privi¬ 
lege  and  license  taxes  for  both  State  and  county  purposes,  State 
inheritance  and  income  taxes  and  a  State  poll  tax  for  educational 
purposes.  On  corporations  there  is  a  franchise  tax,  graduated  ac¬ 
cording  to  capital  stock.  The  railroads  and  other  public  semice 
corporations  pay  special  taxes  based  on  gross  receipts. 

The  State  corporation  commission,  consisting  of  three  members, 
elected  for  six  years,  acts  as  a  State  board  of  tax  commissioners  in 
supervising  the  tax  officers  and  as  a  board  of  appraisers  of  public 
service  corporations.  It  further  performs  the  functions  of  a  State 
board  of  equalization. 

There  are  county  boards  of  equalization,  consisting  of  the 
boards  of  county  commissioners  and  county  assessors.  The  city 
boards  of  equalization  consist  of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  one 
of  the  assessors  of  each  city. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  equalize  the  valuation  of 
property  by  raising  or  lowering  the  assessment  to  make  it  conform 
to  its  true  value  in  money. 

The  State  corporation  commission,  acting  as  a  State  board  of 
tax  commissioners,  constitutes  the  State  board  of  equalization  foi 
the  purpose  of  equalizing  the  valuations  on  real  propeity  among 
the  several  counties. 

North  Dakota.— Has  a  general  property  tax  for  State,  county 
and  municipal  revenues  and  an  inheritance  tax,  but  no  income  tax. 

There  is  a  State  tax  commission  of  three  members,  appointed 
by  the  governor  for  a  term  of  six  yeais,  one  letiung  each  Aeai, 
which  has  general  supervision  of  the  assessment  and  tax  lav  s  of 
the  State,  over  assessors,  boards  of  review  and'  boards  of  equaliza¬ 
tion.  Also  a  State  board  of  equalization,  composed  of  the  gover- 
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noi,  auditor,  treasurer,  attorney-general  and  commissioner  of  agri¬ 
culture  and  labor. 

County  boards  of  review  and  equalization  are  composed  of  the 
boards  of  county  commissioners  and  mayors  and  councils  of  cities, 
and  m  cities  organized  on  the  commission  plan,  the  commissions 
constitute  the  boards  of  equalization. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  may  correct  by  increasing  or 
deci easing  the  assessment;  and  township  boards  of  review  equalize 
the  assessment  among  individuals  and  supply  omissions;  and  the 
county  boards  of  review  equalize  the  assessments  made  in  districts 
not  embraced  in  any  corporate  city,  town,  village  or  township,  but 
may  not  reduce  the  aggregate  values  of  the  county.  Appeals  lie 
from  their  decisions  to  the  district  courts. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  equalizes  assessments  among 
the  several  counties  of  the  State.  It  may  raise  or  lower  the  assess¬ 
ment  of  property  of  every  class,  or  the  aggregate  of  any  county,  but 
it  may  not  reduce  the  aggregate  valuation  more  than  one  per  cent. 
It  also  levies  the  State  tax  necessary  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  legislature  and  to  defray  the  general  expenses  of  the  State,  not 
exceeding  a  rate  of  forty  cents. 

Ohio.  Has  during  the  past  few  years  in  a  large  measure  sep¬ 
arated  State  from  local  taxation.  Over  three-fourths  of  the  revenues 
for  the  support  of  the  State  government  are  now  derived  from  a' 
gross  earning  tax,  commonly  called  an  “excise”  tax,  on  public 
utility  corporations,  from  a  franchise  tax  on  domestic  and  foreign 
corporations  and  from  liquor  licenses.  A  small  general  ad  valorem 
tax  is  levied  for  the  sinking  fund  and  for  educational  purposes. 
There  is  a  collateral  inheritance  tax,  and  an  income  tax,  but  poll 
taxes  of  all  kinds  are  prohibited  by  the  constitution. 

As  a  result  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  law  creating 
the  tax  commission,  enacted  in  1910,  the  assessed  valuation  of  real 
property  was  increased  from  about  one-third  of  the  actual  value  to 
the  actual  value,  which  resulted  in  a  general  decrease  of  the  rate 
of  levy.  In  1911  the  aggregate  amount  of  taxes  levied  in  any  tax¬ 
ing  district  was  limited  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  taxes  levied 
m  the  year  1910.  The  law  further  provided  that  the  levy  in  1912 
should  not  exceed  the  aggregate  levy  in  1910  by  more  than  six 
per  cent.,  that  the  aggregate  in  1913  was  not  to  exceed  the  aggre¬ 
gate  in  1910  by  more  than  nine  per  cent.,  and  that  the  aggregate 
in  1914,  or  any  year  thereafter,  should  not  exceed  the  levy  of  1910 
by  more  than  ten  per  cent. 

Hie  tax  commission  or  Ohio  is  composed  of  three  members,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  governor.  The  State  board  of  appraisers  and  as- 
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sessors  is  composed  of  the  auditor,  treasurer,  attorney-general  and 
secretary  of  state. 

The  budget  commissioners  of  the  counties  are  composed  of  the 
county  auditors,  the  mayors  of  the  largest  municipality  in  each 
county,  according  to  the  latest  federal  census,  and  the  prosecuting 
attorneys.  There  are  also  annual  boards  of  equalization  for  real 
estate  and  personal  property  of  the  county.  Real  property  valu¬ 
ations  are  equalized,  firs^,  by  the  quadrennial  boards  of  equaliza¬ 
tion  of  the  counties;  and  the  boards  of  review  of  each  municipality 
equalize  the  real  property  assessments  in  such  municipality.  They, 
with  the  county  boards,  may  reconvene  as  boards  of  revision  to 
pass  upon  complaints.  The  changes  made  annually  in  the  assess¬ 
ment  of  real  property  are  equalized  by  the  annual  boards  of  review. 
At  the  competition  of  the  work  of  the  quadrennial  assessors  each 
county  auditor  is  required  to  transmit  to  the  State  tax  commis¬ 
sion  an  abstract  of  the  real  property  in  each  tax  district  in  the 
county.  The  commission  determines  whether  such  property  has 
been  assessed  at  its  true  value  and  may  increase  or  decrease  the 
valuation  in  any  subdivision  so  as  to  make  assessments  equal.  The 
valuations  of  personal  property,  moneys,  credits  and  investments 
are  equalized  annually  by  the  State  board  of  appraisers  and  as¬ 
sessors. 

Oklahoma. — Has  a  general  property  tax,  an  income  tax,  a  direct 
and  collateral  inheritance  tax  and  a  graduated  land  tax  based  on 
acreage,  besides  the  general  tax  on  land.  There  is  no  State  poll 
tax. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization,  composed  of  the  governor, 
auditor,  treasurer,  secretary  of  state,  attorney-general,  State  exam¬ 
iner  and  inspector  and  the  president  of  the  board  of  agriculture. 
The  same  officers  constitute  a  board  of  assessors  of  the  property  of 
public  service  corporations.  The  corporation  commission  and  the 
State  auditor  administer  the  taxes  on  the  gross  receipts  of  public 
service  corporations. 

There  are  county  boards  of  equalization  composed  of  the  county 
boards  of  commissioners,  county  assessor  in  each  case  being  secre¬ 
tary.  There  are  also  county  excise  boards,  composed  in  each,  of  the 
county  clerk,  county  auditor,  acting  judge,  county  superintendent 
and  county  attorney. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  equalize  taxes  of  the  coun¬ 
ties,  and  have  power  to  equalize  and  adjust  individual  assessments, 
add  omitted  property  and  cancel  assessments  of  property  not  tax¬ 
able. 
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The  State  board  of  equalization  may  raise  or  lower  the  as¬ 
sessment  of  any  county  as  a  whole,  or  of  any  class  of  property,  and 
equalize  among  the  several  counties.  Appeals  lie  directly  from  the 
county  boards  to  the  county  district  courts  and  from  the  State 
board  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 

Oregon. — Derives  its  revenues  from  a  general  property  tax,  an 
income  from  deposits  of  State  funds  and  inheritance  taxes,  cor¬ 
poration  licenses,  fees,  licenses  on  gross  earnings  of  certain  classes 
of  corporations  and  other  sources,  but  has  no  income  tax. 

The  board  of  State  tax  commissioners  is  composed  of  the  gov¬ 
ernor,  secretary  of  state,  treasurer  and  two  experts,  appointed  by 
a  majority  of  the  other  three  members. 

County  boards  of  equalization  consist  in  each  county  of  the 
judge,  county  clerk  and  county  assessor. 

The  boards  of  county  commissioners  in  the  counties  which  have 
separate  boards  for  county  business  are  composed  of  the  county 
judges  and  the  commissioners.  There  are  two  county  commissioners 
in  each  county  elected  for  two  years. 

The  board  of  State  tax  commissioners  revises  and  equalizes 
assessments  for  the  county  assessors  after  the  equalization  of  the 
county  boards,  and  if  any  property  has  been  assessed  at  more  or 
less  than  its  fair  cash  value  the  board  changes  the  apportionment 
of  property  within  that  county  in  a  like  proportion. 

Taxes  for  the  support  of  the  State  government  are  apportioned 
among  the  several  counties  in  proportion  to  the  total  taxable  value 
of  property  of  each  county  as  equalized  by  the  board  of  State  tax 
commissioners,  in  such  ratio  as  the  total  taxable  property  of  all  the 
counties,  is  equalized. 

Pennsylvania. — Places  the  burden  of  taxation  for  State  pur¬ 
poses  almost  wholly  on  the  corporations  and  insurance  companies. 
Mortgages,  bonds  and  certain  classes  of  personal  property,  however, 
pay  a  State  tax,  of  which  three-fourths  is  returned  to  the  county. 
Real  estate  or  corporations  is  taxed  locally.  Local  taxation  falls 
principally  upon  the  real  estate  of  individuals,  also  on  licenses 
and  certain  corporate  real  estate,  but  not  that  of  railroads  and  other 
quasi  public  corporations,  which  are  exempt  from  local  taxation 
upon  property  essential  to  the  exercise  of  their  franchise  privileges. 
There  is  no  State  poll  tax  nor  income  tax,  but  there  is  a  collateral 
inheritance  tax  for  the  use  of  the  State  only. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  revenue  commissioners,  composed 
of  the  auditor,  treasurer  and  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
county  commissioners  act  as  boards  of  equalization,  except  in 
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counties  having  a  population  of  more  than  800,000,  in  each  oi 
which  counties  commissioners  appoint  three  persons  who  constitute 

the  hoard  of  assessment  and  revision. 

The  hoard  of  revision  corrects  and  equalizes  county  assess¬ 
ments,  and  the  hoard  of  revenue  commissioners  equalizes  the  as¬ 
sessment  of  taxation  for  the  use  of  the  State  among  the  several 
cities  and  counties  in  proportion  to  the  actual  value  and  then  the 
county  aggrieved  hy  increase  of  the  valuation  of  its  property  may 
appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Dauphin  county. 

The  hoard  of  revision  equalizes  the  valuation  of  property  in 
the  county  and  may  raise  the  whole  of  the  valuation,  and  appeals 
lie  to  the  commissioners  of  the  county  hy  the  taxpayer,  h  ree- 
holders  may  appeal  from  the  commissioners  to  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  the  district  where  the  property  is  situated.  The  county 
commissioners  supervise  triennial  assessments.  They  maj  laise  01 
reduce  the  valuation  only  in  the  years  when  such  assessments  are 

made. 

i 

Rhode  Island. — Has  a  general  property  tax,  a  tax  on  corpora¬ 
tions,  on  participation  accounts  and  bank  shares ;  on  gross  earnings 
of  public  service  corporations,  and  a  tax  on  oyster  ground  leases. 

The  revenue  from  these  taxes,  except  that  on  general  pi  op- 
erty,  is  for  State  uses  only.  The  State  also  participates  in  certain 
business  taxes,  licenses,  fines,  fees,  etc.,  receiving  one-fourth  of  the 
revenues  from  liouor  licenses.  There  is  a  poll  tax  of  one  dollai 
in  lieu  of  other  taxes  upon  persons  whose  taxes  do  not  amount  to 
one  dollar,  hut  no  inheritance  or  income  tax. 

There  is  a  State  hoard  of  tax  commissioners,  three  in  number, 
appointed  hy  the  governor  for  a  term  of  six  years,  the  term  of  one 

member  expiring  every  two  years. 

There  is  no  county  hoard  of  equalization  and  no  equalization 

of  a  State-wide  nature,  hut  persons  aggrieved  by  assessments  may 
appeal  to  the  courts. 

South  Carolina. — Has  a  general  property  tax,  a  giaduated  in¬ 
come  tax,  a  special  license  tax  on  insurance  companies,  an  annual 
license  tax  on  all  corporations  and  certain  other  special  business 
taxes  and  licenses,  a  poll  tax  hut  no  inheritance  tax.  The  State  dis¬ 
pensary  system  yields  a  large  revenue,  which,  with  the  poll  taxes, 

goes  to  schools. 

There  is  a  State  hoard  of  assessors,  composed  of  the  treasurer, 
secretary  of  state,  comptroller,  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  rail¬ 
road  commissioners  and  attorney-general.  Also  a  State  hoard  of 
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equalization,  composed  of  members  elected  by  the  county  boards  of 
commissioners. 


There  is  a  special  board  of  equalization  in  Charleston,  com¬ 
posed  of  the  county  auditor  and  six  citizens  elected  by  the  city 
council. 


Township  boards  of  assessors,  county  auditors  and  county  treas¬ 
urers  are  appointed  by  the  governor.  County  boards  of  equalization 

are  composed  of  the  chairmen  of  the  boards  of  assessors  of  the 
counties. 


he  duty  of  the  township  and  special  boards  of  assessors  in 
increasing  and  lowering  the  valuation  of  any  property,  real  or  per¬ 
sonal,  as  fixed  by  the  county  auditor  or  returned  by  any  person, 
pertains  to  the  assessment  rather  than  to  equalization. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  equalize  valuations  of  real 
estate  and  personal  property  as  fixed  by  the  boards  of  township 
assessors.  They  may  raise  or  reduce  items  in  the  lists  but  may  not 
reduce  the  aggregate  values  as  returned  by  the  county  auditors. 
There  is  an  appeal  from  these  boards  to  the  comptroller  general. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  meets  every  fourth  year  for 
the  equalization  of  the  assessment  of  real  property  among  the  several 
counties,  towns,  villages  and  cities.  It  equalizes  both  the  real  and 
personal  property,  returns  of  textile  industries,  canals  providing 
power  foi  lent  or  hire,  and  cottonseed  oil  and  fertilizer  companies 
annually,  m  order  to  obtain  information  regarding  taxation  upon 
the  property  of  such  industries. 


South  Dakota. — Depends  almost  entirely  upon  the  general  prop¬ 
erty  tax  for  State,  county  and  municipal  revenues.  An  inheritance 
tax  was  adopted  in  1905.  Corporations  are  taxed  under  the  general 
property  tax.  The  poll  tax  is  a  local  road  tax  and  most  of  the 
business  taxes  and  licenses  are  left  to  the  cities  and  counties  and 
there  is  no  income  tax. 

1  here  is  a  State  boaid  of  equalization,  composed  of  the  governor 
auditor ,  secretary  of  state,  treasurer  and  commissioners  of  the 
schools  and  public  lands. 

County  boards  of  equalization  are  composed  of  the  county  com¬ 
missioners  and  the  county  auditors. 

Local  boards  of  equalization  are  composed  of  the  boards  of 
supervisors  of  each  township,  the  clerk  and  president  of  each  incor¬ 
porated  town  and  the  assessor,  auditor  and  mayor  of  each  city  (ex¬ 
cept  in  cities  whose  charters  provide  for  boards  of  equalization). 

These  boards  of  review  equalize  in  townships,  incorporated 
towns  and  cities  among  individuals  and  supply  omissions  of  prop- 
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erty,  and  appeals  lie  from  them  to  the  county  boards  of  equaliza¬ 
tion. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  compare  the  assessments  of 
the  several  cities,  towns  or  districts  of  the  counties  and  place  on 
the  assessment  rolls  all  omitted  property.  The  aggregate  valuations 
of  the  counties  are  not  to  be  reduced  except  to  equalize  assessments 
among  townships.  But  the  boards  may  raise  the  valuation  of  real 
property,  or  of  the  various  classes  of  personal  property  of  the  coun¬ 
ties,  towns  and  districts  to  the  full  value.  The  boards  may  also 
upon  application  equalize  among  individuals.  Appeals  lie  from 
the  county  boards  to  the  circuit  courts. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  compares  the  assessments  of 
the  several  counties  and  equalizes  them.  The  board  is  not  to  in¬ 
crease  the  aggregate  assessed  valuation  of  the  State  resulting  from 
the  equalization  by  the  boards  of  county  commissioners  by  more 
than  $100,000,000.  It  adds  or  deducts  such  a  per  cent,  from  the 
valuation  of  each  class  of  property  as  will  fix  the  same  at  its  pro¬ 
portionate  value. 

Tennessee. — Has  a  general  property  tax,  business  taxes,  licenses 
and  fees,  supplemented  by  a  system  of  privilege  taxes  upon  various 
occupations.  There  are  special  corporation  taxes  similar  to  the 
privilege  taxes  on  individuals  and  State  poll  taxes  and  inheritance 
taxes,  as  well  as  specific  taxes  on  land  transfers  and  on  litigation. 
There  is  no  income  tax. 

There  is  a  board  of  State  tax  assessors,  known  as  the  railroad 
commission,  composed  of  three  freeholders  appointed  by  the  gover¬ 
nor  biennially;  and  a  board  of  equalization  of  railroad  assessments, 
composed  of  the  governor,  treasurer  and  secretary  of  state.  Also 
a  State  board  of  equalization,  composed  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
treasurer  and  comptroller. 

There  are  county  boards  of  equalizers  composed  of  five  free¬ 
holders,  elected  by  the  quarterly  court  of  each  county. 

The  county  boards  of  equalizers  compare  and  equalize  county 
assessments,  eliminate  property  exempt  and  hear  complaints.  The 
boards  may  increase  or  lower  the  entire  assessment  roll  or  any 
item  therein,  to  conform  to  the  actual  cash  value. 

The  State  board  of  equalization,  at  its  biennial  sessions,  equalizes 
the  assessments  of  all  properties  in  the  State,  except  such  as  are 
to  be  equalized  by  the  State  board  of  equalization  of  railroad  as¬ 
sessments.  The  board  may  equalize  by  classification  of  properties 
by  wards  of  cities  or  by  the  civil  divisions  of  counties. 

The  assessment  of  steam  and  electric  roads,  telephone  and  tele- 
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graph  companies,  as  made  by  the  State  tax  assessors,  is  equalized  by 
the  State  board  of  equalization  of  railroad  assessments. 


Texas — Depends  primarily  upon  the  general  property  tax  for 
State,  county  and  local  revenues.  There  is  an  elaborate  system 
of  occupation”  taxes  on  various  lines  of  business,  incorporation  and 

on  corporations,  and  some  special  taxes  on  the 


franchise  taxes 


gross  receipts  of  transportation  and  insurance  companies  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  general  property  tax.  There  are  also  State  poll  taxes 
and  an  inheritance  tax,  but  no  income  tax. 


There  is  a  State  tax  board,  composed  of  the  comptroller,  the 
secretary  of  State  and  a  member  appointed  by  the  governor  for  two 
years  and  known  as  the  State  tax  commissioner. 


The  governor,  comptroller  and  the  treasurer  constitute  a  board 
to  calculate  the  ad  valorem  tax  to  be  levied  each  year  for  State 
and  public  school  purposes. 

There  is  a  board  of  equalization  for  unorganized  counties  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  governor,  attorney-general  and  secretary  of  state. 

County  boards  of  equalization  are  composed  of  the  commis¬ 
sioners’  courts  of  the  counties. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  correct  errors  in  the  as¬ 
sessment  lists  and  equalize  the  valuation  among  individuals.  They 
can  act  only  on  matters  of  valuation  and  the  valuation  fixed  by 
them  is  final. 

There  is  no  State  board  of  equalization  and  little  supervisory 
control  for  the  enforcement  of  uniform  valuation  among  the  coun¬ 
ties. 

Utah. — Derives  its  revenue  from  a  direct  tax  levied  against  all 
the  assessed  property  of  the  State,  from  fees  from  State  officers, 
fines  and  forfeitures  and  from  inheritance,  insurance  and  special 
corporation  taxes.  Poll  taxes  and  licenses  are  used  as  sources  of 
county  and  municipal  revenues  only.  There  is  a  direct  and  col¬ 
lateral  inheritance  tax,  without  exemptions,  but  no  income  tax. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization  of  four  members  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  governor  for  a  term  of  four  years. 

County  boards  of  equalization  are  composed  of  the  boards  or 
county  commissioners. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  equalize  among  individuals 
and  may  abate  the  taxes  of  any  insane,  idiotic,  infirm  or  indigent 
person  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  $10,  may  enter  omitted  prop¬ 
erty,  and  correct  false  or  incomplete  assessments. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  equalizes  the  assessed  value 
of  property  among  the  different  counties  and  among  the  different 
classes  of  property  throughout  the  State.  It  also  determines  the 
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rate  of  State  tax,  which,  after  deducting  10  per  cent,  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  for  delinquencies  and  cost  of  collection,  must  he  sufficient  to 
raise  the  revenue  required.  This  rate,  however,  as  limited  by  the 
constitution,  is  never  to  exceed  eight  mills  on  each  dollar  of  valua¬ 
tion.  Whenever  the  taxable  value  of  the  property  in  the  State 
amounts  to  $200,000,000,  the  rate  is  not  to  exceed  five  mills,  and 
whenever  it  amounts  to  $300,000,000,  it  is  not  to  exceed  four  mills, 
unless  by  a  vote  of  the  electors  of  the  State  who  pay  a  property 
tax. 

Vermont. — Has  a  general  property  tax  and  poll  tax  supple¬ 
mented  for  State  purposes  by  a  series  of  special  corporation  taxes 
and  a  collateral  inheritance  tax.  The  general  property  tax  is  in 
the  main  administered  by  the  towns  and  each  town  is  held  respon¬ 
sible  in  its  corporate  capacity  for  its  share  of  State  and  county 
taxes.  There  is  no  income  tax. 

State,  school,  and  highway  taxes  are  annually  paid  by  each 
town  to  the  State  treasurer  and  are  redistributed  in  a  manner  that 
is  intended  to  relieve  to  some  extent  the  tax  burdens  of  the  poorer 
towns.  Public  utility  corporations,  insurance  companies  and  saving 
banks  and  similar  institutions  are  subject  to  the  payment  of  taxes 
and  fees  to  the  State.  For  the  last  few  years  so  much  revenue  has 
accrued  to  the  State  from  these  sources  that  no  direct  State  tax 
has  been  levied  except  for  schools  and  highways.  This  results  in 
a  practical  separation  of  the  sources  of  State  and  municipal  rev¬ 
enues. 

There  is  a  commissioner  of  taxes,  who  administers  the  State 
tax  on  corporations,  is  appointed  biennially  by  the  governor  and 
has  general  supervision  of  local  taxation.  The  boards  of  civil 
authority,  composed  of  the  town  clerks,  selectmen  and  justices  to¬ 
gether  with  the  listers,  constitute  boards  for  the  abatement  of  town 
taxes. 

*  For  each  unorganized  town  there  is  a  supervisor  and  a  col¬ 
lector  of  taxes  appointed  biennially  by  the  governor  and  one  person 
may  hold  both  offices. 

There  is  no  equalization  among  individuals  but  between  April 
25th  and  May  12th  of  each  year  the  boards  of  abatement  hear  per¬ 
sons  aggrieved  by  their  appraisals  and  may  correct  the  list. 

Appeals  lie ‘to  the  boards  of  civil  authority  and  to  the  com¬ 
missioner  of  taxes  who  can  appoint  appraisers  in  the  several  coun¬ 
ties  to  settle  any  complaints  of  taxpayers. 

The  rate  is  fixed  and  levied  for  State  and  county  purposes  by 

the  general  assembly. 

Virginia. — Has  a  general  property  tax  for  both  State  and  local 
purposes.  The  franchises  of  railroad  and  canal  companies  and 
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moneys  in  bank  are  taxed  for  State  purposes  only.  There  is  an 
extensive  system  of  State  license  taxes,  which  supplement  the  gen- 
eial  proprety  tax.  Towns  and  cities  may  be  authorized  by  their 
charters  to  levy  licenses.  There  are  also  an  income  tax,  a  poll  tax 
and  taxes  on  collateral  inheritances,  wills,  and  administrations, 
deeds  and  contracts  and  on  suits. 

There  is  a  State  corporation  commission,  composed  of  three 
members  appointed  by  the  governor  for  a  term  of  six  years  for  the 
assessment  of  railroad  and  certain  others  classes  of  property. 

The  auditor  of  public  accounts,  elected  by  the  general  assembly 
for  a  term  of  four  years,  exercises  an  oversight  upon  the  tax  sys¬ 
tem  of  the  State. 

County  boards  of  supervisors  are  elected  by  the  people  of  the 
magisteiial  districts  of  the  counties  every  four  years,  but  they  have 
no  power  to  equalize  taxes. 

There  is  no  equalization,  strictly  speaking,  of  any  part  of  the 
assessment,  but  the  assessors  of  the  counties  and  cities  may  meet 
for  consultation  in  their  localities. 

Persons  feeling  aggrieved  by  assessments  may  apply  for  relief 
to  the  circuit  courts  of  the  counties  or  corporation  courts  of  the 
cities  prior  to  February  1st,  of  the  second  year  after  the  assessment. 

Appeals  from  the  assessments  made  by  the  State  corporation 
commission  are  heard  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  city  of  Richmond, 
with  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of  appeals. 

Washington — Relies  almost  entirely  upon  the  general  prop- 
perty  tax  for  State,  county  and  municipal  revenues.  There  are, 
however,  municipal  poll  taxes  for  streets  and  roads  and  a  direct 
and  collateral  inheritance  tax.  No  special  corporation  taxes  are 
levied  except  a  small  tax  on  franchises  and  one  on  insurance  pre¬ 
miums.  There  are  no  State  poll  or  income  taxes. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization,  composed  of  the  auditor, 
the  commissioner  of  public  lands,  and  the  three  members  of  the 
State  board  of  tax  commissioners,  who  in  turn  are  appointed  by  the 
govemoi  for  terms  of  four  years,  and  who  exercise  general  super¬ 
vision  of  all  taxation  and  assess  the  operating  property  of  railroads 
and  telegraph  companies,  express  companies,  and  car  companies, 
and  also  superintend  the  enforcement  of  the  inheritance  tax  law. 

dhe  State  board  of  equalization  equalizes  among  counties  and 
apportions  the  amount  of  tax  for  State  purposes  among  the  several 
counties  in  proportion  to  the  valuation  as  equalized  by  the  board. 
The  tax  is  levied,  however,  upon  the  valuation  fixed  by  the  local 
officials  and  the  county  auditor  fixes  the  rate  necessary  to  raise  the 
amount  so  apportioned  and  places  the  same  on  the  tax  rolls  of  the 
county.  The  maximum  tax  for  general  State  purposes  is  not  to 
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exceed  three  mills  on  the  dollar  of  the  property  valuation  of  the 
entire  State  as  determined  bv  the  State  board  of  equalization.  For 
the  purpose  of  raising  revenue  for  the  repair  and  construction  oi 
highways  and  bridges  a  tax  of  one-half  mill  on  the  dollar  oi  all 
taxable  property  in  the  State  shall  be  levied. 

The  State  board  has  power  to  classify  property  and  to  raise  or 
lower  the  assessment  of  any  class  of  property  in  any  county.  The 
county  boards  of  equalization  equalize  among  individuals  and 
townships,  correct  the  county  rolls  and  adjust  the  valuation  of  real 
property  and  of  a  class  or  classes  of  personal  property. 

West  Virginia. — Depends  primarily  upon  the  general  property 
tax  for  county  and  municipal  purposes  and  upon  an  extensive  s}rs- 
tem  of  taxes  and  licenses  on  various  acts,  businesses,  and  occupa¬ 
tions,  the  general  property  tax  for  State  purposes  being  almost  en¬ 
tirely  removed.  There  are  besides  a  collateral  inheritance  tax  and 
a  system  of  annual  licenses  or  franchise  taxes  on  corporations,  in¬ 
cluding  insurance,  telegraph  and  telephone  and  express  companies, 
and  there  is  a  State  poll  tax  for  the  benefit  of  both  school  and  road 
funds,  but  no  income  tax. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  public  works,  consisting  of  the  gov¬ 
ernor,  attorney  general,  superintendent  of  free  schools,  auditor, 
treasurer  and  secretary  of  state,  and  this  board  forms  the  state 
board  of  assessment,  with  power  to  assess  railroads,  pipe  lines,  car 
lines,  telephone  and  telegraph  companies,  express  companies  and 
railroad  toll  bridges. 

There  is  a  State  tax  commissioner,  appointed  by  the  governor 
for  a  term  of  six  years. 

County  boards  of  equalization  and  review  are  composed  of 
three  persons  appointed,  one  every  two  years,  by  the  State  board 
of  public  works  to  hold  office  for  six  years. 

The  State  board  of  public  works  fixes  the  tax  rate  for  State 
and  school  purposes  at  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three  cents 
on  the  hundred  dollars. 

Corporations  aggrieved  by  the  action  of  the  board  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  assessments  may  appeal  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the  counties 
where  the  property  is  located. 

The  boards  of  review  and  equalization  in  the  several  counties 
review  and  equalize  the  assessments  as  returned  by  the  assessors  and 
may  of  their  own  motion  correct  the  rolls  and  hear  and  pass  upon 
applications  for  relief  and  from  their  decisions  appeals  lie  to  the  cir¬ 
cuit  courts. 

Wisconsin. — Depends  principally  upon  the  general  property  tax 
for  county  and  municipal  revenue  when  there  is  a  deficiency  in  cor¬ 
poration  taxes  paid  directly  into  the  State  treasury  for  the  support 
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of  the  State  government.  Steam  railroads  and  telegraph  companies 
are  assessed  by  the  State  tax  commission  and  all  taxes  therefrom 
paid  to  the  State.  The  street  and  interurban  railways  are  assessed 
by  the  same  commission  and  85  per  cent,  of  the  taxes  go  to  the 
municipalities  in  which  they  are  operated  and  15  per  cent,  to  the 
State.  License  fees  on  the  gross  receipts  of  telephone  and  insurance 
companies  are  imposed  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes  except  those  on 
real  estate.  There  are  also  a  graded  income  tax  and  a  State  inheri¬ 
tance  tax,  but  the  poll  tax  is  a  local  road  tax  only. 

There  is  a  State  tax  commission,  composed  of  three  commis¬ 
sioners  appointed  by  the  governor  for  terms  of  eight  years,  which 
exercises  wide  supervision  over  State  and  local  taxation,  prescribes 
forms  for  use  of  local  tax  officers  and  receives  from  them  statis¬ 
tical  data.  It  assessses  the  property  of  practically  all  public  service 
corporations  and  has  supervision  of  the  administration  of  the  in¬ 
heritance  tax.  It  appoints  assessors  of  incomes  for  the  various  State 
districts,  who  also  supervise  local  property  assessors. 

The  boards  of  review  in  towns  are  composed  of  the  supervisors 
and  clerks;  in  Milwaukee,  of  the  mayor,  clerk,  tax  commissioner 
and  assessor;  in  other  cities,  of  the  mayors,  city  clerks,  and  such 
other  officers  as  the  councils  determine ;  and  in  villages  of  the  presi¬ 
dents,  clerks,  and  such  other  officers  as  the  boards  determine. 

The  State  tax  commission  equalizes  the  assessments  among  the 
several  counties  according  to  relative  values  and  for  this  purpose 
may  employ  experts  to  make  careful  examinations. 

The  valuation  assigned  each  county  is  the  basis  for  the  appar- 
tionment  of  State  taxes.  The  legislature  provides  for  such  annual 
tax  upon  the  aggregate  valuation  of  the  State  as  is  sufficient  to  meet 
the  estimated  expenses  of  the  State  for  each  year  and  the  deficiency, 
if  any,  from  the  previous  year.  The  sum  to  be  raised  is  apportioned 
by  the  secretary  of  state  among  the  several  counties  in  proportion 
t°  the  relative  valuation  of  the  property  in  each  comity  as  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  State  board. 

The  county  boards  adjust  and  equalize  the  valuation  of  all 
taxable  property  within  their  respective  counties. 

The  boards  of  review  of  the  towns  and  cities  equalize  the  as¬ 
sessments  among  individuals  and  correct  assessment  rolls.  They 
can  change  not  only  the  valuation  of  specific  property  assessed,  but 
also  the  aggregate  valuation  of  any  class  of  property.  In  their 
pioceedings  these  boards  are  empowered  to  compel  by  subpoena 
the  attendance  of  witnesses,  and  the  production  of  books,  inven-  | 
tories,  schedules  papers  and  other  documents. 

Wyoming.— Has  a  general  property  tax,  supplemented  by  a 
State  inheritance  tax  and  a  special  tax  upon  insurance  companies. 
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bounties  have  poll  and  license  taxes,  while  the  municipal  revenues 
ire  drawn  chiefly  from  the  general  property  tax,  business  taxes, 
licenses  and  fees ;  hut  there  is  no  State  poll  tax  or  income  tax. 

There  is  a  State  board  of  equalization  composed  of  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  state,  treasurer,  auditor  and  a  State  tax  commissioner 
appointed  by  the  governor  for  a  term  of  four  years,  who  has  gen¬ 
eral  supervision  of  all  boards  of  commissioners  and  equalization. 

County  boards  of  equalization  are  composed  of  the  boards  of 
county  commissioners. 

The  State  board  of  equalization  equalizes  the  valuation  of 
real  property  among  the  several  counties  and  towns  in  the  State 
and  may  add  to  or  deduct  from  the  aggregate  valuation  of  real 
property  in  any  county  and  may  fix  the  State  rate  lower  than  the 
constitutional  maximum  of  four  mills  on  the  dollar. 

The  county  boards  of  equalization  equalize  among  individuals, 
hear  complaints  regarding  the  assessments,  add  omitted  property, 
assess  the  value  thereof  and  correct  the  valuations  in  the  assess¬ 
ment  rolls. 


